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School of Ministry

      of the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina 

In communion: Reflections on the Windsor Report

Quotations for small group discussions at the 189th Annual Diocesan Convention in January 2005: First set

Diversity… is in principle to be welcomed and celebrated as normal and healthy. As the 1988 Lambeth Conference put it:  “It is right and proper that the one faith and discipline of the Church should be ‘incarnate’ in varied cultural forms….”  This means that the much discussed problem of ‘Christ and Culture’ is in large part a problem of how to communicate the gospel effectively in widely differing cultural situations.  There are, however, limits to diversity. In the life of the Christian churches, these limits are defined by truth and charity. The Lambeth Conference of 1920 put it this way: “The Churches represented in [the Communion] are indeed independent, but independent with the Christian freedom which recognises the restraints of truth and love. They are not free to deny the truth. They are not free to ignore the fellowship.”  This means that any development needs to be explored for its resonance with the truth, and with the utmost charity on the part of all – charity that grants that a new thing can be offered humbly and with integrity, and charity that might refrain from an action which might harm a sister or brother.
The Windsor Report, paras. 85-86

The [Windsor] Report calls our Communion to reconciliation, which does not mean the reduction of differences to a single point of view.  In fact, it is my experience that the fundamental reality of the Episcopal Church is the diverse center, in which a common commitment to Jesus Christ and a sense of mission in his name to a broken and hurting world override varying opinions on any number of issues, including homosexuality.  The diverse center is characterized by a spirit of mutual respect and affection rather than hostility and suspicion.  I would therefore hope that some of the ways in which we have learned to recognize Christ in one another, in spite of strongly held divergent opinions, can be of use in other parts of our Communion.

A Word to the Church: Some preliminary reflections regarding the Windsor Report from the Most Rev. Frank Griswold, 

Presiding Bishop, Episcopal Church USA, October 18, 2004

It worries us that the report has not made a clearer call to repentance on the part of the Episcopal Church of the United States and the Anglican Church of Canada. They are the ones that have clearly taken decisions and endorsed practices against the Holy Scriptures and the apostolic tradition of two thousand years of ethical teaching of the Church and against the clear voice of the Communion.

Resolution of Provincial Synod of the Southern Cone, Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, November 2-4, 2004
Please read the first quote aloud, take a moment to reflect upon it in silence, and then enter into a conversation focused upon the following questions, giving special attention to the first.

1. Where and how is God at work in these words? 

2. What do I feel about what is said in this quote?

3. What is there here that especially connects with my parish life and my participation in the ministry of God in the world?

Then proceed to read the second quote and go through the same process with these questions, and then the third.

Plan to devote 20 minutes for each quote.  There need be no consensus.  Rather seek to hear God speaking to you through all of these statements and through the thoughts shared by others at your table.
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Quotations for small group discussions at the 189th Annual Diocesan Convention in January 2005: Second set

Mindful of the hurt and offence… and yet also of the imperatives of communion – the repentance, forgiveness and reconciliation enjoined on us by Christ – we have debated long and hard how all sides may be brought together. We recommend that: the Episcopal Church (USA) be invited to express its regret that the proper constraints of the bonds of affection were breached in the events surrounding the election and consecration of a bishop for the See of New Hampshire, and for the consequences which followed, and that such an expression of regret would represent the desire of the Episcopal Church (USA) to remain within the Communion….

The Anglican Communion upholds the ancient norm of the Church that all the Christians in one place should be united in their prayer, worship and the celebration of the sacraments. The Commission believes that all Anglicans should strive to live out this ideal…. We do not therefore favour the establishment of parallel jurisdictions. We call upon those bishops who believe it is their conscientious duty to intervene in provinces, dioceses and parishes other than their own: to express regret for the consequences of their actions, to affirm their desire to remain in the Communion, and to effect a moratorium on any further interventions.  We also call upon these archbishops and bishops to seek an accommodation with the bishops of the dioceses whose parishes they have taken into their own care.
The Windsor Report, from paras.134, 154-55

I believe we are perfectly willing to apologize for any harm and hurt our actions have caused, and many among us have done so publicly.  On the other hand it is entirely unlikely that we will be willing to set the clock back on the actions themselves, or to cease acting inclusively – ‘respecting the dignity of every human being’ as we promise in our baptismal vows.  What would a reversal such as that say to our gay sisters and brothers?  Go back to the closet?  To deceit and dishonesty?

Statement on the Windsor Report by the Rt. Rev. Carolyn Tanner Irish, Bishop of Utah, October 20, 2004

Instead of a clear call for repentance we have been offered warm words of sentimentality for those who have shown no godly sorrow for their actions and harsh words of condemnation for those who have reached out a helping hand to friends in need of pastoral and spiritual care.

Statement on the Windsor Report by the Most Rev. Peter Akinola, Archbishop of All Nigeria, October 19, 2004

Please read the first quote aloud, take a moment to reflect upon it in silence, and then enter into a conversation focused upon the following questions, giving special attention to the first.

1. Where and how is God at work in these words? 

2. What do I feel about what is said in this quote?

3. What is there here that especially connects with my parish life and my participation in the ministry of God in the world?

Then proceed to read the second quote and go through the same process with these questions, and then the third.

Plan to devote 20 minutes for each quote.  There need be no consensus.  Rather seek to hear God speaking to you through all of these statements and through the thoughts shared by others at your table.
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There remains a very real danger that we will not choose to walk together.  Should the call to halt and find ways of continuing in our present communion not be heeded, then we shall have to begin to learn to walk apart. We would much rather not speculate on actions that might need to be taken if, after acceptance by the primates, our recommendations are not implemented….   Our aim throughout has been to work not for division but for healing and restoration. The real challenge of the gospel is whether we live deeply enough in the love of Christ, and care sufficiently for our joint work to bring that love to the world, that we will “make every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4.3).  As the primates stated in 2000, “to turn from one another would be to turn away from the Cross”, and indeed from serving the world which God loves and for which Jesus Christ died.
The Windsor Report, para. 157

We live in an age of dread and enmity.  Civil discourse is too often giving way to impugning motives and assassinating character.  None of these is a Gospel value.  I call on all parties for Godly restraint.  May we all lower our voices and listen for the bidding of the Holy Spirit.  May we converse with one another, especially with those with whom we disagree.  May we especially remember that our God is the God of all truth, and not just the part of the truth we may prefer.  And it is the fullness of God’s truth that makes us free.

Statement on the Windsor Report by the Very Rev. George L. Werner, President of the House of Deputies, Episcopal Church USA, 

October 18, 2004

The Windsor Report acknowledges the great pain that has been inflicted upon faithful communities that have resisted doctrinal innovations within [the] Episcopal Church USA and the Anglican Church of Canada.  However, we reject the moral equivalence drawn between those who have initiated the crisis and those of us in the Global South who have responded to cries for help from beleaguered friends.  To call on us to “express regret” and reassert our commitment to the Communion is offensive….  If the Episcopal Church USA had not willfully “torn the fabric of our communion at its deepest level” our actions would not have been necessary.

Statement from Primates gathered at the African Anglican Bishops’ Conference in Lagos, Nigeria, October 28, 2004

Please read the first quote aloud, take a moment to reflect upon it in silence, and then enter into a conversation focused upon the following questions, giving special attention to the first.

1. Where and how is God at work in these words? 

2. What do I feel about what is said in this quote?

3. What is there here that especially connects with my parish life and my participation in the ministry of God in the world?

Then proceed to read the second quote and go through the same process with these questions, and then the third.

Plan to devote 20 minutes for each quote.  There need be no consensus.  Rather seek to hear God speaking to you through all of these statements and through the thoughts shared by others at your table.
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